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ABSTRACT
The National Institute of Science and Technology Policy (NISTEP) has been conducting a “Survey for

comprehension of research activities using the database for comprehension of research activities”
(Laboratory Panel Survey) since FY2020. This report summarizes the results of 1) An analysis of the
characteristics of faculty members, laboratories/research groups, and research projects by university group
based on the share of papers in natural sciences, using the results of the FY2020 survey; 2) An analysis of
changes in the status of research activities before and during the early stages of the COVID-19 pandemic.
In addition, basic information on research projects, which we will continuously monitor from FY2021 to
FY2024, is also shown.

From the university group’s analysis, we found differences between groups with relatively large and
small shares in the number of papers in the following perspectives: 1) The members constitute the
laboratory/research group and the R&D funds used for research activities, 2) The research environment,
such as access to literature, 3) The influence of predecessors in the laboratory/research group, and 4)
Differences in motivations for conducting research. In addition, 5) changes in the status of research
activities before and during the early stages of the COVID-19 pandemic indicated that the outbreak brought
about significant changes in communication in laboratories/research groups.
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