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ABSTRACT

This report summarized the trend of indicators used in science and technology indicators and related
reports in Japan (National Institute of Science and Technology Policy; NISTEP), the United States
(National Science Foundation; NSF), and Germany (German Federal Ministry of Education and Research;
BMBEF).

The United States and Germany have recently shifted to a web page-based platform where links to
various indicators are made. At the same time, Japan continues to produce indicator reports in stand-alone
form. In international comparisons, Japan, the United States, and Germany are one of the major
comparative countries mutually, joined by China, Korea, France, and the United Kingdom. The main
indicators related to R&D money are R&D expenditures and government budget in the three countries. In
addition, the German report includes indicators of spending on education. In indicators related to R&D
personnel, all three countries focus on the status of doctoral degree holders.

Regarding scientific papers, the output of research and development, Japan and the United States. have
more indicators than Germany. Furthermore, in the United States., indicators from new perspectives have

been introduced, such as scientific papers available through open access and the percentage of female
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