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ABSTRACT

NISTEP held workshops in three regions, Iwate, Yamagata, and Tokai (Aichi and Gifu), with the aim
of understanding the vision of future society that each region aims for after the COVID-19 epidemic.
With the cooperation of universities in each region, the WS had the participation of a variety of local
stakeholders, and discussed the vision of future society under the themes of sustainability,
manufacturing, and accessibility. As aresult, it was shown that the future society will use both virtual
space and real space, make use of local resources, and live spiritually richly by valuing individuality,
connections with people, and coexistence with nature. Points to note and concerns about realizing a
vision of society include the loss of a sense of reality, a decrease in opportunities for innovation, the
weakening of human relationships, the disruption of social functions due to system failures, security,
privacy, and widening disparities. Based on the results of the study, in order for science and technology
to contribute to the realization of a future society, we will promote social systems and science and
technology in an integrated manner, such as considering the necessary systems in response to issues
that may emerge. Recognize that science and technology are for building a better future and cross-

sectional discussions and consensus building by various stakeholders are also required.
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