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ABSTRACT

This study aims to derive policy implications for scholarly communication in Japan, by reviewing major
OA-related policy trends in Japan and abroad since 2015, and by conducting a survey to understand the
current status of researchers at Japanese universities regarding access to articles and OA. After reviewing
the major policy trends regarding OA, the results of a questionnaire survey of 1,275 researchers in natural
sciences affiliated with Japanese universities are shown and compared with the findings of previous
studies to summarize the current status of Japanese researchers on OA and to consider Japan's future
policy for promoting OA. The results imply that researchers have benefited from the development of OA
in terms of access to articles, that it is difficult for research institutions to estimate the cost of OA (APC)
due to the lack of specific support for OA, and that the high cost of the APC has forced some researchers
to abandon submissions to OA journals. Given the policy trends and the current status, the policy
currently being explored by India, which aims to introduce a national license while emphasizing the
promotion of green OA, could serve as a model for Japan in the future.



