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Analysis of Domestic and International relations in the Research Activities of Japanese
Universities

Kuniko MATSUMOTO
Center for Science and Technology Foresight and Indicators, National Institute of Science and Technology
Policy (NISTEP), MEXT

ABSTRACT

University research activities are not confined to a laboratory/research group but are built on the basis of
various relations with outside at different stages of a research process, such as conceptualizing the research
theme, procuring resources, and conducting the research. Various bibliometric analyses have clarified the
status of external relations in Japan's research activities. However, these results mainly help comprehend the
status from one aspect: the output of research activities.

In this study, we attempted a multifaceted analysis of the domestic and international relations in the
research activities of faculty members of Japanese universities from three perspectives: respondents (faculty
members), the laboratories or research groups to which they belong, the research projects implemented by
them. The analysis was conducted using data from the 2020 NISTEP Labo-panel survey, a questionnaire
survey of faculty members who belong to natural science universities in Japan.
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