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ABSTRACT

The National Institute of Science and Technology Policy (NISTEP), Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology (MEXT), conducts a survey on the research and development activities of firms in
the private sector each year. The questionnaire for the FY2020 survey was sent to 3,797 companies having
capital of at least 100 million yen and carrying out internal research and development (R&D) activities, of
which 1,996 companies responded. The survey included questions about trends in R&D investments, the
employment situations of R&D personnel, approaches to intellectual property activities, R&D activities of
companies in their primary fields of business, collaborations with other organizations, how the companies
utilized the science and technology policies and systems enforced and provided by the government, and how
COVID-19 had impacted the companies’ R&D activities.

The FY2020 survey showed that while 9.1% of the companies surveyed curtailed current internal R&D
activities in response to COVID-19 (or made a decision to do so) in FY2019, 9.9% started new R&D projects
or made a decision to do so. This indicates that while COVID-19 impacted R&D activities, it also led to new
ones.

Average internal R&D expenditure in companies’ primary fields of business for FY2019 decreased on a
per-company basis compared with the previous fiscal year, but the median increased. Looking at how the

companies hired R&D personnel, the percentage of companies that hired personnel decreased for both new



graduates and mid-career personnel compared with the previous fiscal year, although the average number of
new hires per company increased for new graduates and remained around the same for mid-career personnel.
The majority of R&D projects were short-term, with medium-term R&D accounting for a little over 20% of

projects and long-term projects accounting for a little over 10%.





