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Data Book for NISTEP Expert Survey on Japanese S&T and Innovation System 2020
(NISTEP TEITEN survey 2020)

National Institute of Science and Technology Policy, Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology

ABSTRACT

The NISTEP expert survey on Japanese S&T and innovation system (NISTEP TEITEN survey) aims
to track the status of the system by continuously collecting responses to a fixed questionnaire distributed
annually to a fixed group of respondents. The respondents consist of about 2,700 Japanese experts and
researchers in universities, public research institutions, and private firms. The survey has several
features: it asks the respondents to compare the statuses between the targeted year and the previous one
by showing them their answers in the survey previous year; it collects information that are usually
difficult to be measured through R&D statistics, including descriptive answers by the respondents; and
its questionnaire is linked to the issues mentioned in the Japanese fifth S&T basic plan.

This is a supplemental data book of the NISTEP TEITEN survey 2020, which is the fifth round of the
annual surveys that have been conducted in the duration of the fifth S&T basic plan (FY2016 — 2020).
The 2020 survey was conducted from September to December 2020, which marked a high response rate
(92.3%).

In addition to the above, an additional survey was conducted on the following topics: (1) the impact of
novel coronavirus infections on research activities; (2) the way to support exploratory research; (3) the
current status of open access; (4) the necessity of knowledge in the humanities and social sciences in



research activities in the natural sciences; (5) the way to establish an environment that encourages
promising individuals enter doctoral programs; and (6) the impact of new coronavirus infections on
science, technology, and innovation in Japan as a whole.





