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Impact of COVID-19 on S&T in Japan and contributions of scientists and engineers-
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ABSTRACT

In June 2020, the National Institute of Science and Technology Policy (NISTEP) conducted a
questionnaire survey of the network of about 2,000 S&T experts to analyze the impact of
COVID-19 on S&T in Japan, R&D sites, and S&T that contribute to countermeasures against
emerging infectious diseases and so on. The response rate exceeded 70%, indicating the high
level of interest among S&T experts. As a result of the survey, it was revealed that more than
50% of experts recognized that S&T in Japan will be directly or indirectly affected, and 40%
thought that the way of R&D activities would change. On the other hand, at R & D sites, access
to research institutes / facilities, restrictions on regional / intercountry movement, and stagnation
of socio-economic activities have caused various effects, especially the cancellation,
postponement, and onlineization of domestic expert meetings. Many respondents answered
about the impact of this on communication among researchers, which exceeded 60% of all
respondents. A comparative analysis with the questionnaire survey after the Great East Japan
Earthquake revealed that some perceptions of the impact on S&T in Japan were different.
Furthermore, S&T that contributes to countermeasures against emerging infectious diseases,
natural disasters, and complex disasters were also widely extracted.
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