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Survey on Utilization and Perception of Preprints
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ABSTRACT

In recent years, the trend of sharing preprints (drafts of papers to be submitted to academic journals
prior to peer review and publication) has been expanding regardless of the field, and in 2020, the use
of preprints has further increased rapidly, mainly due to research results related to COVID-19.
Therefore, the National Institute of Science and Technology Policy (NISTEP) conducted an online
survey on the status and perception of preprints usage by Japanese researchers from August to
September 2020 in order to contribute to future academic information distribution policies. The target
audience was the Science and Technology Experts Group of Science and Technology Foresight Center,
and we received responses from 1,448 respondents (response rate: 75.7%).

The results showed that 52.1% of the respondents had experience in obtaining preprints and 20.4%
had experience in publishing them. The percentage of respondents who had obtained or published
preprints was higher among younger people. the percentage was almost the same among public
institutions and organizations and universities, and slightly lower among companies. Differences by
institution and research field were observed.

The reasons for publication of preprints were high in the ratio of “recognition of research results”
and “securing preemptive rights”, and those related to” recruitment and promotion” were also
recognized. Priority for submission to peer-reviewed journals was high on the list of reasons for not
wanting to publish a preprint.





