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Title
Foresight for our circular economy society

- Cooperative project between Business Finland and NISTEP -

S&T Foresight Center, National Institute of Science and Technology Policy (NISTEP), MEXT
ABSTRACT

Currently, in Finland, the "circular economy" is positioned as the center of science and technology
policy, and various measures are being implemented. Business Finland and NISTEP have a long
history of conducting joint projects and studying the differences between the two countries. In
September 2019, we started a joint project focusing on the circular economy.

The purpose of this project is to identify the areas that contribute to future innovation between
Japan and Finland by setting the same questions and conducting questionnaires and comparing the
results. Specifically, the differences between Japan and Finland in emerging technologies related
to the circular economy were clarified by comparison of Delphi surveys conducted in both countries
for their own researchers. Regarding the relationship between the importance of technology and the
international competitiveness with a view to the future, Japan had a positive correlation with
international competitiveness with respect to importance, but Finland had the opposite result
(negative correlation). In addition, except for ICT/materials-related technologies, Finland is

generally expected to be realized sooner.
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