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Comparative Analysis of Backcast and Forecast in S&T Foresight 2019 (The 11th
Foresight)

Science and Technology Foresight Center, National Institute of Science and Technology Policy
(NISTEP), MEXT

ABSTRACT

National Institute of Science and Technology Policy conducted the 11th Science and Technology
Foresight Survey. This is a survey that examines the future image of society and the future image of
science and technology (S&T), and finally integrates them to draw the future image of society due
to the development of S&T. In this report, we compared and analyzed the future image of society
and the future image of S&T obtained in the survey by comparing the differences depending on the
directions (backcast and forecast).

Regarding the future image of society, it was commonly pointed out that the image solves widely
recognized social issues such as population decline, aging, and disasters. Looking at the differences,
backcasts showed the issues which were hardly achieved by S&T alone, such as mental satisfaction
and rediscovery of conventional values, and the importance of social system, while forecasts
showed creation of new values by S&T.

Regarding the future image of S&T, S&T related to widely recognized social issues and
ICT-related technologies, etc., which are often taken up by mass media were pointed out commonly
through the both directions. Looking at the differences, the basic S&T that hardly draws the image
of social implementation was difficult to extract from the backcast.
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