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S&T Foresight 2019: Society in 2040 through the Development of S&T
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ABSTRACT

"Conceptual Scenarios" were drawn as the image of the society that Japan should likely realize
through the development of S&T. Conceptual Scenarios are combination of the future images of
S&T (702 S&T topics) and the future images of society (50 social images) that were separately
examined through the S&T Foresight 2019 Survey (the 11th S&T Foresight Survey). Conceptual

Scenarios draw how S&T contribute to the realization of a desirable society.

First of all, 50 social images were classified into four categories (the Conceptual Scenarios).
The 702 S&T topics and the 50 social images were carefully combined regarding both S&T and
social perspectives at a workshop. The four Conceptual Scenarios were derived from the

examination through the workshop. They were as follows; a society of coexistence, rethinking



what it means to be human and recognizing diversity; a flexible society in which the real and the
virtual are harmonized; a society that enhances individuality through fusing maintenance/recovery
of human functions with digital assistance; society in which personal customization and general
optimization coexist, allowing individuals to have their own unique lifestyles. Then, they were

summarized as flexible society brought about by reviving and rethinking humanity"

In addition, totally 470 S&T topics were linked to the four classified Conceptual Scenarios.
From social view point examinations, more than 60 % of S&T topics suitably understood in our
daily lives, such as medical care, agriculture, and environmental energy, were able to connect with
social images. On the other hand, from S&T view point examinations, 20 to 50% of S&T topics

were connected to the social images without any bias among all S&T fields.

Although this survey was conducted before the pandemic of COIVD-19, the social images using
the Conceptual Scenarios include many elements of digital transformation that are expected to
accelerate in the era under the risk of infectious diseases. Therefore, the Conceptual Scenarios can
be valuable for the images of desirable society after COIVD-19. It is necessary to study emerging

S&T and social systems continuously under the big change in social environment.
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