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Abstract

The Japanese National Innovation Survey 2018 (J-NIS 2018) is a statistical survey on
innovations and innovation activities based on the international guidelines, Oslo Manual 2018,
adopted jointly by OECD and Eurostat. The population of the survey was 505,917 enterprises with
ten or more persons employed, except for some industries. The sample size was 30,280 enterprises.
The realised samples were 9,439 enterprises (the unweighted unit response rate: 31%).

The main findings from the survey results are as follows: 38% of the enterprises in the
population, i.e. 194,197 enterprises, implemented any innovation activites. 12% of the enterprises
in the population, i.e. 62,879 enterprises, realised product innovation, of which 49% introduced the
new-to-the market (NTM) products. Compared with non-innovation-active enterprises, innovation-
active enterprises were more likely to employ at least one or more person(s) who completed a
graduate course or had a doctoral degree. Lack of skilled employees within the enterprise was the
most prevalent factor in hampering innovation activities. The sum of turnover from new products
introduced on the market by enterprises in Japan (the Gross National Turnover from New-to-Firm
Product Innovation: GTNTFInno) was 143 trillion yen in 2017. Of the GTNTFInno, 31 trillion yen
was comprised of the sum of turnover from new-to-market products (the Gross National Turnover
from New-to-Market Product Innovation: GTNTMInno).





