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ABSTRACT

We conducted a survey on universities and public research institutes in Japan to reveal trends in
employment and career paths of postdoctoral fellows in fiscal year 2012. Out of 1,517 institutions,
1,513 replied to this survey and the valid response rate was 99.7%.

In this survey, the number of postdoctoral fellows was 14,175 as of November 2012, down



approximately 1,000 postdoctoral fellows compared with the previous survey in November 2009,
in which the number of postdoctoral fellows was 15,220. In particular, the total number of
Japanese male postdoctoral fellows significantly decreased, and the overall trend was a rise in
both the ratio of female postdoctoral fellows and the average age of postdoctoral fellows. Looking
at research fields sectorally, the number of postdoctoral fellows increased in the field of natural
sciences and decreased in the field of engineering.

The rate of postdoctoral fellows who continued working as postdoctoral fellows as of April 1,
2013 increased compared with that of the previous study in FY2009. Among those who changed
occupation as of April 1, 2013, about 60%, the same as in the previous study in FY2009, became
university faculty members. On the other hand, the ratio of those who changed occupation to
non-research jobs increased, which suggests that postdoctoral career paths have diversified.
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Iz 2,783 83.8% 537 16.2% 3,320 100.0%
BE 888 68.0% 418 32.0% 1,306 100.0%
Rz 1,319 63.4% 762 36.6% 2,081 100.0%
AX 652 58.6% 461 41.4% 1,113 100.0%
"= 419 63.7% 239 36.3% 658 100.0%
Z0ih 161 46.5% 185 53.5% 346 100.0%
N 253 79.3% 66 20.7% 319 100.0%
& 10,365 73.1% 3,810 26.9% 14,175 100.0%

n B mitt

% (N=5,032)
T2 (N=3,320)
B2 (N=1,306)
fR1& (N=2,081)
AX (N=1,113)
£ (N=658)

Z D ih (N=346)
FBH (N=319)

£t (N=14,175)
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PR T B RS EIZOWT, 20124E 1L A ICIEEL TWERARR 72 —5 725100 A LL
EAHEENTWAEMAS BN B LR e R 7-L2A, FRITFEMS B Ik THE L ROE W
DRE HZORTIIEY DN EL LM RN E D,

EE 3.35 RAFIA—FDEMAP»FABLLLE (20258 11AEEE)

Bit =ik &t
N EEEE (%) N R (%) N R (%)

g £ 1,438 70.0% 615 30.0% 2,053 100.0%
EYiEE) 853 87.8% 119 12.2% 972 100.0%

3= 452 78.7% 122 21.3% 574 100.0%

BERHF 295 86.3% 47 13.7% 342 100.0%

e 223 74.1% 78 25.9% 301 100.0%

s 227 90.1% 25 9.9% 252 100.0%

I BEX-RE 554 89.5% 65 10.5% 619 100.0%
M 402 83.6% 79 16.4% 481 100.0%

Izl 322 80.1% 80 19.9% 402 100.0%
TR-EE 266 79.4% 69 20.6% 335 100.0%

e - e 213 89.5% 25 10.5% 238 100.0%

frogzzpecclod 174 84.5% 32 15.5% 206 100.0%

Ll 151 87.3% 22 12.7% 173 100.0%

B B¥ 294 68.4% 136 31.6% 430 100.0%
KE 158 73.8% 56 26.2% 214 100.0%

BxZF 119 63.6% 68 36.4% 187 100.0%
BE-BE 78 69.0% 35 31.0% 113 100.0%

e 80 71.4% 32 28.6% 112 100.0%

Rig EZF 994 62.9% 587 37.1% 1,581 100.0%
E2 198 71.7% 78 28.3% 276 100.0%

ke 69 59.5% 47 40.5% 116 100.0%

B 10,365 73.1% 3,810 26.9% 14,175 100.0%

"B mki

s 44 (N=2,053)
WE (N=972)
b2 (N=574)

1ERTZ (N=342)

= (N=301)

#E (N=252)

T2 EX-EE (N=619)
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3.3.4. IRAMRIA—ZEDHFHHNEANLLE

20124 1L IZAEBFLCOTRARN 2 4 — S O B AR E S B BIC R B, THITBI B4
B A b2 13 00 7y B IS e = < 39. 1% (1,296 N ) TH D, —J7  SME A D b AR 57 BF 1
Gy B AR ABRSEASLD10.6% (118 N) TH D,

K% 3.3.6 RRFIA—ZFDHFHHNEALLE (20128 11FEEE)

BAA SEAN it
N L (%) N EEE (%) N EEE (%)
e 3,866 76.9% 1,159 23.1% 5,025 100.0%
Iz 2,021 60.9% 1,296 39.1% 3,317 100.0%
BF 1,083 82.9% 223 17.1% 1,306 100.0%
R 1,753 84.3% 327 15.7% 2,080 100.0%
AX 994 89.4% 118 10.6% 1,112 100.0%
= 545 82.8% 113 17.2% 658 100.0%
Z0ith 298 86.4% 47 13.6% 345 100.0%
T<ER 289 90.6% 30 9.4% 319 100.0%
it 10,849 76.6% 3,313 23.4% 14,162 100.0%
F) EERHEISAERL
BHAA SEA
8% (N=5,025) 76.9% 23.1%
T2 (N=3,317) 60.9% 39.1%
B2 (N=1,306) 82.9% 17.1%
R (N=2,080) 84.3% 15.7%
AX (N=1,112) 89.4% 10.6%
% (N=658) 82.8% 17.2%
Z D (N=345) 86.4% 13.6%
Z<B8 (N=319) 90.6% 9.4%
it (N=14,162) 76.6% 23.4%
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335 MAMIE2—FDHH-BL-EEFNDOAR

2012 11 A ICTEFE L Qe AR ARR 72— D 43 BF NGRAZ20094F 11 H ICTEFE L TV RARR Y
SR AHE, R OMEEE BTN — 5, L5, B 25 B o8 8 2 3
LT, YERI-EHEERICRDE, BEORAN X —SEOMEFELE B OEMI, /AEANB M- B AR
ANZHEOIMZEDZEN DD, L Y AR T, BARANBEORAD O BN KX
AN

B% 3.3.7 RRAMIF—FOHF-BL-BEINOAR (FRLEK)

20094 20124
ABARAEE SNBEAEE AXRAXE SNEAXHE &t BAAEE SEABME BARAXE SEALHE &t

e 3,067 700 777 210 4,754 2,993 890 873 269 5,025
I% 2,304 1,308 362 293 4,267 1,742 1,039 279 257 3,317
gz 973 204 354 110 1,641 756 132 327 91 1,306
Hi 1,108 228 605 166 2,107 1,128 190 625 137 2,080
AX 680 51 428 60 1,219 596 56 398 62 1,112
Fa 538 77 223 76 914 365 54 180 59 658
ZDfth 134 14 92 24 264 141 20 157 27 345
i 32 5 13 4 54 231 22 58 8 319

it 8,836 2,587 2,854 943 15,220 7,952 2,403 2,897 910 14,162
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3.3.6. RAFRIZ—%5 D59 55 Al F B 18 AL

2012 11 HICEFEL COWER AR 7 X — S OFERAE R Z 0 BN R DL, THRITB W T295
LR D& 2330.2% (1,002 N) Ll 43 BF I b W g ORI & 08 m v, — . A (RS icsn
TIX29mE LL FAAFNZ4011.9% (132 0) . 13.8% (91 N) &8 AR i g D E & 2VME W,

K% 3.3.8 RAFII—ZEDHHFRIEGHER (20128 11ATEESE)

29/UUT 30-34% 35-397% 405 L L it
N EFEEE (%) N EEEE (%) N EEZE (%) N EEEE (%) N EEEE (%)
B 1,297 25.8% 2,020 40.2% 1,019 20.3% 695 13.8% 5,031 100.0%
Iz 1,002 30.2% 1,289 38.8% 572 17.2% 457 13.8% 3,320 100.0%
B¥ 291 22.3% 545 41.8% 272 20.9% 196 15.0% 1,304 100.0%
Rig 385 18.5% 844 40.6% 477 22.9% 375 18.0% 2,081 100.0%
AX 132 11.9% 451 40.5% 293 26.3% 237 21.3% 1,113 100.0%
#He 91 13.8% 275 41.8% 165 25.1% 127 19.3% 658 100.0%
ZDih 85 24.6% 124 35.8% 77 22.3% 60 17.3% 346 100.0%
B 16 5.0% 59 18.6% 68 21.4% 175 55.0% 318 100.0%
it 3,299 23.3% 5,607 39.6% 2,943 20.8% 2,322 16.4% 14,171 100.0%

F) EERRABINERS

m 29 AT 30-347% 35-395% 40wk LA £

H% (N=5,031) 40.2% 20.3% 13.8%
T (N=3,320) 38.8% 17.2% 13.8%
E% (N=1,304) 41.8% 20.9% 15.0%
&2 (N=2,081) 40.6% 22.9% 18.0%
A (N=1,113) 40.5% 26.3% 21.3%

£ (N=658) 41.8% 25.1% 19.3%
ZFD1th (N=346) 35.8% 22.3% 17.3%

B (N=318) 18.6% 21.4% 55.0%

£t (N=14,171) 39.6% 20.8% 16.4%
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20124F 11 HIZTEFEL QAR ARR 7 X — O NE W FE A2 H AR N B B AR Nk, 28E AN FB
e ANE NI L TRIZEZA R U TH AR AN DS B M I R TE W,

HFE 3.3.9 RAMIA—ZENEE - BL ML, HIENER 202811 AEESH)

BARABM AARALHE SNEABH SNEALME B

2 N FHE N FIEH N FHEH N I E N FEHEH

3] 1,195 345 515 35.4 243 34.6 100 33.6 2,053 347

iR 626 33.2 80 33.6 222 315 39 31.7 967 328

[4=2] 292 33.1 57 34.0 160 31.6 65 31.8 574 326

mer 1E#REE 198 34.9 32 348 96 32.0 15 343 341 34.1
e 186 33.5 64 34.3 37 33.3 14 32.2 301 33.6

e 175 31.7 19 33.7 51 30.2 6 325 251 31.6

Z D 320 34.7 106 34.9 81 33.8 30 32.9 537 345

INEE 2,992 33.9 873 34.9 890 32.6 269 32.8 5,024 338

ER-EE 333 35.2 28 34.4 221 32.9 37 323 619 342

M 199 35.5 25 33.2 202 31.9 54 31.8 480 33.4

Iryz:R e 202 36.1 39 37.6 120 31.9 4 31.4 402 345

ToK-EE 169 34.6 42 355 97 32.6 26 32.0 334 339

A - R 128 35.8 16 34.4 85 326 9 31.8 238 34.4

T SRER 101 36.7 12 36.1 72 31.8 20 31.0 205 34.3
R¥Ah 127 34.6 18 33.0 24 30.9 — — 173 339

fnz= 7 35.3 - - 7 31.0 — — 15 329

A - - - - 5 28.8 — - 11 28.8

BEIR - - - - - — — — 6 42.0

Z D 471 35.5 97 34.9 204 32.4 62 32.0 834 344

NG 1,742 35.5 279 35.0 1,039 323 257 31.8 3,317 341

B 249 345 104 355 44 35.1 31 36.2 428 349

KE 142 33.3 47 34.0 16 33.6 9 31.3 214 33.4

BEit® 102 33.3 49 36.9 17 34.9 19 324 187 343

BHE-BE 61 32.8 31 35.9 17 344 4 35.0 113 34.0

o wE 74 335 24 35.3 6 325 8 34.9 112 33.9
| E325 19 34.8 7 35.4 9 36.3 6 33.0 41 35.0

MHEF 13 421 9 36.7 5 39.6 — - 29 39.1

BEIR 14 37.6 - - 5 34.4 — - 22 35.4

ZDith 81 33.7 53 35.0 13 31.8 11 35.5 158 34.1

INEE 755 34.0 326 35.4 132 34.6 91 34.2 1,304 34.4

EZ 858 35.3 477 35.6 136 33.8 110 35.1 1,581 35.2

et 157 355 56 37.6 41 34.2 22 32.7 276 355

e wF 60 32.0 44 34.1 8 33.9 — - 15 33.1
BiE 5 31.6 — - - — — - 10 36.7

ZDith 48 35.2 44 35.2 5 36.0 — — 98 35.2

INEE 1,128 35.1 625 35.7 190 33.9 137 34.7 2,080 35.2

XF 129 353 119 37.2 7 324 24 36.4 279 36.2

B 175 34.8 77 35.6 15 32.7 7 34.7 274 349

AX s 76 34.2 27 35.7 7 40.9 - - 112 34.9
ZDH 216 35.5 175 37.6 27 37.2 29 37.6 447 36.6

INEE 596 35.1 398 37.0 56 35.8 62 36.6 1,112 35.9

‘R 121 34.0 34 34.6 17 37.7 20 35.8 192 34.7

HeR 80 33.8 71 38.4 9 35.1 14 35.2 174 35.9

= R BUA 84 35.0 30 35.1 17 37.2 15 34.7 146 35.3
Z D 80 35.1 45 38.1 11 35.2 10 36.3 146 36.1

INEE 365 345 180 37.1 54 36.6 59 35.5 658 35.4

D 53 325 50 346 5 31.2 5 30.8 13 33.3

BE 36 32.8 49 37.3 - — 1 38.1 98 35.7

ZDfith R - — 15 38.1 - — — - 16 375
=i - Z Dt 52 33.1 43 36.5 12 35.6 11 34.8 118 34.8

INEE 141 32.8 157 36.3 20 34.1 27 35.4 345 34.7

TH 230 43.2 58 42.1 22 35.3 8 39.6 318 42.4
i 7,949 34.8 2,896 35.8 2,403 32.9 910 335 14,158 346
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3.4 RAMIA—ZEDNHEITBEDEE
3.41. IRAMRIA—FEDHELTEDFHE

201211 A WCEE L TCWERAN I =20 L £ B2 L TWAE I, 2R DIE 2K
25, ENEETHE S ZWRALZENSE L L, EAERE T+ S 2BE LB T 1B E T
b5, B BRARNOB LZITZNIEERWESE 25,

K& 3.41 RAFFHA—ZDHELTEOHFE (012F11AEER)

Bt =z &t
N LeEE (%) N e (%) N LeEE (%)
Bt ESHY (BN TEREF) 8,366 80.7% 3,092 81.2% 11,458 80.8%
EtxSHY (ES TS 1,168 11.3% 346 9.1% 1,514 10.7%
ELS4L GRS 567 5.5% 289 7.6% 856 6.0%
TN 264 2.5% 83 2.2% 347 2.4%
it 10,365 100.0% 3,810 100.0% 14,175 100.0%
N
mrenL 20—
(GHE1ES)

6.0%
ErEHY /
(EsgREEYERS) 7

10.7%

91.5%

BESHY
(ERH#E&YERE)
80.8%
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342 RAMVS—FDNERBERNBLSOHE

201211 A ICHEFEL CWEARARN X —FD5 B - 5 E2FF>F 1L, EOFERBER THLIE %2
2D, (L, HWHARIFZE A CEMEZRGE LB O RNEL, 295 2L FTix12.4% (258
AN) TH5H,

% 342 RRAMI4—ZDERERINBELSOEE (201268 11AEEE)

#tE5HY #tE5HY BEE4L

(ERTHRAE) (ESTHRS) (HHEE) ke Bt
N EE® N EE® N HE® N EE® N HE®
29 LLT 1,660 79.7% 258 12.4% 101 4.8% 65 3.1% 2,084 100.0%
30-397% 7,451 79.7% 1,080 11.6% 551 5.9% 261 2.8% 9,343 100.0%
40-497% 1,684 84.7% 138 6.9% 147 7.4% 20 1.0% 1,989 100.0%
50-597% 317 84.1% 27 7.2% 32 8.5% 1 0.3% 377 100.0%
60 LLE 342 90.5% 11 2.9% 25 6.6% 0 0.0% 378 100.0%
it 11,454 80.8% 1,514 10.7% 856 6.0% 347 2.4% 14,171 100.0%

F) EETFBEINERS

EXSHY(ERTRE) ~BIsHYENTRE - BXSeLEHRY)  TH

295% LA (N=2,084) 12.4% 4.8%3.1%

30-397% (N=9,343) 11.6% 5.9%2.8%
40-497% (N=1,989) 6.9%7.4%1.0%

50-595% (N=377) 7.2% 8.5%

605% L £ (N=378) %6.6%
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
E)EFTAFINERS
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3.43. RAMIE—FDEENELSOHRE

201211 HITHEFEL QW2 B AR NRARR 72 —513 9B BN E N RS T - 52 S L Ty,
HEA DN B RITE R0, SE ANRANS 72 —5 1345 0L EEAS O+ 52 EREL, BA
DRZFLRM FEEBIIIARAN 7 Z—F LU THEREL TWDLIEDR 01D,

K% 343 RRAFIVA—ZFDEEFNBLEOEE (2012F511AHEES)

BAA SEAN &t
N EeEE (%) N EREE (%) N HeEE (%)
ELXE5HY (BRNTERRE) 9,647 90.7% 1,802 56.7% 11,449 80.8%
ELEHY (AN TIRRIR) 217 2.0% 1,293 40.7% 1,510 10.7%
HELE B4l GEERE) 775 7.3% 81 2.6% 856 6.0%
PN 210 2.0% 137 4.3% 347 2.5%
&t 10,639 100.0% 3,176 100.0% 14,162 100.0%

i) BERBAEBAZRS

P BEESHY(ERTRE BXsSHYENTRE  BISGLGEHERSE) 5

HZA A (N=10,639) 0 7.3%2.0%
S E A (N=3,176) 40.7% 2.6%4.3%
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
) EEFABLZAZRL
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3.44. RAMIE—F DS BAELSOHE

201211 A ICEEE L CWeAR AR 72— O L 5O B4 5 BRI 5 e, L5 O
KN EH R OO EFTIT.4% (FH N EUEF94.6 %+ [E 4 B f$2.8%) . IRV CTHLIS2T94.9% (E N
B 4380.3% +[E /M B 14.6%) THDH, LHELEOH LSRG RTIHE RSB/ ELIEH VL, —FH,
SR TIEA 3CT75.3% (E N EU568.9 %+ E S B f56.4%) . #:2378.6 % ([E N ERAF73.9 % +[E S+
54.7%) LKL A O TR E IR £ 5 R IUE THD,

% 3.44 RAROVF—ZFDHNHHINBLESOER 0125 11AEEHR)

FhibYER) FhRHY (EHN) PRl T &t

N EEER (%) N EREE (%) N EEER (%) N R (%) N EEEE (%)
HF 4,040 80.3% 736 14.6% 101 2.0% 155 3.1% 5,032 100.0%
I% 2,520 75.9% 503 15.2% 105 3.2% 192 5.8% 3,320 100.0%
B¥ 1,235 94.6% 36 2.8% 35 2.7% 0 0.0% 1,306 100.0%
R 1,836 88.2% 109 5.2% 136 6.5% 0 0.0% 2,081 100.0%
AX 767 68.9% A 6.4% 275 24.7% 0 0.0% 1,113 100.0%
#He 482 73.3% 31 4.7% 145 22.0% 0 0.0% 658 100.0%
Z it 271 78.3% 18 5.2% 57 16.5% 0 0.0% 346 100.0%
B 307 96.2% 10 3.1% 2 0.6% 0 0.0% 319 100.0%

HEAHY (ER) »2ubY(ESN) - Faegl  FH

8% (N=5,032) -%3.1%
T2 (N=3,320) | 150% 3296.8%

B%(N=1,306) 2.7%
R4 (N=2,081) 6.5%
AX(N=1,113) - 24.7%
#t % (N=658) b 22.0%
Z D (N=346) 52%  16.5%
FBA (N=319) 1%
O:% ZOI% 4(;% 6(;% 8(I)% 10IO%
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35 RAMNRIA—EDELHEBETEE
35.1. IRARMRVI—FDELREETEE

20124F 11 ISAEFE L COEARNARN 7 2 — S O 1 L AR E T 4213 201047 [ LABE D 23 22 1K
D42.3% (5,991 N) . 20004 f 1% - D 2336.5% (5,178 ) T, B T80% <% HH T 5,
BERQZEA A% b FREE EL CTRIF YT OEMICHLIEIZET L TNDIEN N5,
20004 AR AP O LGRS T8 CRARNRIZZ—F LU THEEL TODHDOFE11.4% (1,609 0) &
FTAVEABEIZ L TR L, 1990 D AL B F IX AR DS%ITHG 7272, LR A& TLT
L0OFEFEE OWNIZ, RANR I Z—ETRWRE B> TWAHIENE 2 LD,

1990451, 19804 A LLRTICH AR FEZE T L QWA E X, RARRZZ—SL L CR ML
TWDHATREMES H DN M DR EF 2R L T, B O WA Z —FE DM FRHE Lo TWDY 6
HLEZLND, LB LN R85 A O RIT1990F R AT T34 7% ERBLZ W, [+
ARFEAE T 2R A TOLMEDREEEBLCH, LMD NRAN X =L L CREBITHE
THAREMENE W ENHEREIND,

B& 351 RRMIS—SDOBLIRBETEE (012811 AEESR)

N FERBIELER (%) Bt i LZHELEE (%)
1970 LART 173 1.2% 162 11 6.4%
198044 145 1.0% 109 36 24.8%
1990-944F 150 1.1% 98 52 34.7%
1995-994F 532 3.8% 388 144 27.1%
2000-044F 1,609 11.4% 1,119 490 30.5%
2005-094F 5178 36.5% 3,780 1,398 27.0%
20105 LAR% 5,991 42.3% 4,408 1,583 26.4%
B 397 2.8% 301 96 24.2%
it 14,175 100.0% 10,365 3,810 26.9%
(N) mBEY miE eokMHLLE (%)
10,000 - 40.0%
34.7%
8,000 -
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