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Abstract

National Institute of Science and Technology Policy (NISTEP) has annually conducted
the Survey on Research Activities of Private Corporations in Japan. The FY2013 survey was sent
to the 3,426 corporations implementing R&D activities whose capital are more than 100 million
yen, among which 1,628 responded. It mainly focuses on the following five topics; (i) the trend of
R&D expenses and staffs, (ii) patenting activities (including the management of trade secret), (iii)
R&D activities in their key products and services, (iv) cooperation with other organizations and (v)
utilization of the advanced research facilities.

As a result, the R&D expenses to the activities inside corporations and those outside
corporations in the core product and the service field showed an upward trend in comparison with
the FY2012 survey. In their key products and services, about 44% corporations achieved radical
new products and services, and about 25% corporations achieved radical new processes. It was
shown that more than 30% corporations possesses company secrets that does not correspond to the
trade secrets stipulated in the Unfair Competition Prevention Act. As for the issues to be solved
concerning university-industry cooperation, the most corporations pointed out that there are not
so much research results in universities and public research institutions as expected that can be

used for practical application.





