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Scenarios for the Disaster Risk Reduction and Aging Society in the Future —
Discussion at the Workshop in the 7th International Conference on Foresight-

Science and Technology Foresight Center, National Institute of Science and Technology Policy
(NISTEP), MEXT

ABSTRACT

We, NISTEP, held the international workshop as part of the 7th International Conference on
Foresight in March 2016. We discussed our future vision of 2030 on the themes of “Disaster Risk
Reduction” and “Aging Society”, considering the effect of the Open Science trend. The workshop
was attended by experts in the field of foresight, science and technology policy, disaster risk
reduction and aging society.

We examined “Disaster Risk Reduction” in 2 groups. The first group discussed “control of
technology’ and ‘ability to learn from the past’ as the key-drivers. Then we created 4 scenarios as
follows: “Hope and wisdom’, ‘Utopia and vulnerability’, ‘Age of Naive Darkness’ and “Era of
Egoism’. The second group discussed ‘Impact’ and “Public Urgency-Anxiety re Disaster’ as the
key-drivers. Then we created 4 scenarios as follows: ‘Breeze’, ‘Wind’, ‘Storm’ and ‘Typhoon’.

For “Aging Society”, we discussed ‘cohesion’ and ‘financial’ as the key-drivers. After that, we
created 4 scenarios as follows: ‘Happy Together’, ‘Unequal Futures’, ‘Olympus has fallen’, and
‘Heaven, Hell or nowhere.” Additionally, emerging infectious diseases and drug resistant bacteria
were covered as lists of wild cards refer to events with perceived low probability of occurrence
but with high impact of influence in the future society.





