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Research funds and teams of research activities that produced scientific
publications —Evidence from a large-scale survey to corresponding authors of
scientific publications from 2004 to 2012 —

Masatsura IGAMI, Ayaka SAKA, and Hiroyuki TOMIZAWA

National Institute of Science and Technology Policy (NISTEP)

ABSTRACT

The National Institute of Science and Technology Policy (NISTEP) conducted a survey to
corresponding authors affiliated with Japanese organizations of the scientific publications
published during the period of 2004 to 2012. The survey asked about research funds and teams
of research activities that produced scientific publications (the number of respondents is about
11 thousands and response rate is 53%).

The analyses of the survey revealed that research funds and teams of research activities vary
depending on the affiliation sector and the affiliation university group that was defined by the
publication share in Japan. The percentage of research activities that used external funds is
the largest in the university group that has the largest publication share and tends to be smaller
in the university groups with smaller publication share; however the percentage of research
activities that used external funds has been increasing in all university groups. Analyses of the
team composition show that junior researchers (bachelor/master students, PhD students, and
postdoctoral fellows) are involved in the majority of research activities in universities and
colleges; and therefore the junior researchers play a crucial role in research. The each
percentage of the involvement of the bachelor/master students, PhD students, and postdoctoral
fellows also differs among the university groups.
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