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ABSTRACT

S&T Foresight by Delphi method* has been conducted since 1971 in Japan. The 10th Foresight
analyzed a variety of opinions before convergence to explore potential innovation. This report
verifies the convergence of opinions by repetition and discusses favorable survey designs in the
future.

The results show that repetition leads to convergence of opinions especially regarding predicted
timing of realization. Around 20% of topics have delay of realization by two or three years and
around a half of them have narrowed distribution ranges of 5 years. More convergences occur in
real-world implementation and realization in later timing.

This suggests Delphi could be still one of effective tools to deal with uncertainties such as
emerging issues. Some improvement might be required such as targeting of question items and
respondent-friendly repetition system.

* The Delphi method iterates two or more rounds of the same questionnaire to the same respondents, until the
answers converge to some specific way of thinking.



