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ABSTRACT
As the engine of innovations, it is focused on university researches, especially “use-inspired basic
researches” which aim at both pursuit of fundamental principles and solution of specific issues in

real life. However, too much expectation on such “use-inspired basic researches” in universities



would not be reasonable, since it was assumed that university researches would/should be varied and
complicated.

Hence, we conducted research on university researchers so as to clarify characteristics and history
transition of their research projects for the last 10 years. In 2014, we carried out a questionnaire
survey to target 1000 university researchers of natural sciences and engineering, and the survey was
obtained valid responses of 304 researchers.

Respondents of survey conducted 4.4 research projects on average, and average duration of those
projects is 4.5 years. In addition, it is clarified that university researchers with experiences of
industry collaboration tend to conduct “use-inspired basic researches”.

Judging from the visualized maps of research projects based upon research purpose, pursuit of
fundamental principles and solution of specific issues in real life, it is confirmed that many of
university researchers changed their research purpose. As a result, it suggests that university
researchers might need a certain degree of freedom in order to encourage “use-inspired basic

researches”.



