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ABSTRACT

How to design and manage a research team has become an increasingly important issue in
scientific research. This report aims to understand participation and contribution of young
scholars to scientific research based on the Hitotsubashi-NISTEP-Georgia Tech scientists
survey in Japan and the US.

We have found that young scholars participated in about 70 percent of research teams in
Japan and about 80 percent of research teams in the US. The percentage of young scholars
who are the first author is higher than the percentage of young scholars in all authors.

The likelihood of the participation of postdoctoral fellows is relatively high in
internationalized research teams and research teams working on the cutting edge research theme.
We have also found that the participation of postdoctoral fellows is positively associated with
research performance, e.g. citation counts, even controlling for team size and the degree of
internationalization of research teams.

These findings show that young scholars’ indispensable role and their large contribution to
scientific research.



