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Survey on the Collaboration between Local Companies and National University
in Hiroshima Prefecture

3rd Policy-Oriented Research Group, National Institute of Science and Technology Policy (NISTEP),
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT)

Abstract

Building a mechanism of science and technology innovation activities in a region is required,
which is to make use of the characteristics and strengths of regions and can be deployed
autonomously. Therefore, universities, as community members, are expected to work with local to
contribute to the development of regional innovation systems.

In an effort to highlight achievements and challenges of the industry-academia collaboration in

one region, the National Institute of Science and Technology Policy (NISTEP) conducted a case



study focusing on collaborations in the manufacturing industry in Kagoshima Prefecture during the
2011 fiscal year (Sotohebo-Nakatake 2012). In 2012 a mail questionnaire survey was conducted,
with target 700 manufacturing companies with headquarters, factories, and offices in Hiroshima
Prefecture. Valid responses were obtained from 228 companies (32.6% response rate).

The survey results demonstrated that 40.8% of companies have established collaboration with
academic institutions. Many companies initiated the industry-academia collaboration from the 1980s
or the late 2000s. 70 companies have collaborated with Hiroshima University (30.7% of the overall
results), indicating that joint research and development has been a priority for the university. In the
evaluation of a result of industry-academia collaboration, especially improvement of technical level
is high.

As seeing the time of initiation of industry-academia collaborations, many companies have begun
to collaborate with academia early. Most large companies in the prefecture have already done
collaboration. To further enhance these collaboration efforts, academic institutions should strengthen
their relationships with existing companies and develop relationships with additional small and
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs). Universities and National Collage of Technology should also
continuously nurture these relationships. Hiroshima University needs to explore the possibility of
more collaboration with companies in the Bingo area because, despite numerous manufacturing

companies existing in this area, relatively few collaborative companies have been initiated.



