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ABSTRACT:

In recent years, universities and national colleges of technologies (kosen) have been
emphasizing industry academic collaboration and regional contribution as key activities on a par
with education and research. In particular, regional communities expect the national and public
universities and kosen to be active in the academic world while also contributing regionally. Thus,

these educational institutions play an important role in the creation and development of regional
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innovation systems. By drawing companies’ attention to the current state, results, and issues of
industry academic collaboration, this survey intends to provide discussion material concerning
future industry academic collaboration with universities and kosen and support policies by the
national, local governments.

This survey is a case study conducted in Kagoshima prefecture, focusing on collaboration
between manufacturers and universities and kosen in the prefecture, including Kagoshima
University. In December 2011, the survey was sent to 500 manufacturers in Kagoshima (response
rate: 32.4%), two companies were interviewed, and 164 companies responded.

Some 30% of the companies that responded said that they had previously collaborated with
academia. Most of them began collaborating with academia in the 2000s. Since then, industry
academic collaboration has expanded to include small companies. In addition, the leading reason
for industry academic collaboration is that the company has a long-term relationship with the
teaching staff at universities and kosen. Companies that have hired science graduates from
universities and kosen collaborate more with academia. This illustrates that a human network is a
critical starting point for industry academic collaboration. This survey suggests that universities
and kosen should build a support system for industry-academic collaboration in a wider sense by
integrating industry training and job searching for students, and engineer training for working

people.
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