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ABSTRACT

With division of functions and differentiation now demanded of universities, we aim to consider what sorts 

of changes to the research activities of university faculty members have been happening. It therefore utilized 

individual data from the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology's "Survey on 

Full-Time Equivalents at Universities (FTE Survey)." We broadly divided the activities of university faculty 

members into "research," "education," "social service," and "other" and carried out analysis based on type of 

university (national, public, or private), field, and share of published papers. 

At the time of the 2002 survey, research time accounted for roughly half (47.5%) of the work hours of all 

university faculty members. In the 2008 survey, that percentage fell to 36.1%, a drop of 11.4 points. This 

decrease in research time was due mainly to increases in the time given to education and social service. 

Loss of research time was moderate at national universities and universities with high shares of published 

papers, but it was strikingly high at private universities and universities with low shares of published papers. 

Increases in the percentage of time given to education occurred mainly at private universities and universities 

with low shares of published papers, while increases in the percentage given to social service occurred mainly 

at public universities and universities with medium shares of published papers.


