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ABSTRACT:
The national and local governments in Japan have worked on projects to promote regional
innovation since the 1980s. Although every project for regional innovation has been evaluated so
far, little attention has been paid to the investigation from a medium- to long-term perspective.
The purpose of this study is to examine whether various projects for regional innovation are
suitable for the features of the industrial agglomeration and to understand the implications of the
role of universities and colleges of technology on regional innovation.
This study is based on the interview survey, statistical analysis, and literature researches on case
studies in Ube region (Yamaguchi prefecture) and Kita-Kyushu region (Fukuoka prefecture),
which are centered on big companies, and those in Tsubame-Sanjo and Nagaoka region (Niigata
prefecture) which have an agglomeration of the small-medium-sized companies.
The regional innovation policy accomplishes certain results, and the cluster formation is advanced
in the region examined by the research. A further problem needs to be resolved. In order to take
the effect of the investment of the policy of the cluster formation, | propose that the local
government should draft the scenario for the cluster formation by considering the features of the
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industrial agglomeration and the universities and colleges of technology. Further, the universities
and colleges of technology should promote the collaborative researches with local companies and
the recurrent education for local engineers.

Keywords: Regional Innovation System, Cluster, Industrial Agglomeration,
Industry-Academia-Government Collaboration, Path Dependency
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