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ABSTRACT

The Comprehensive Survey on the State of Science and Technology in Japan (NISTEP TEITEN Survey)
aims to comprehensively understand the state of science, technology, and innovation in Japan, including
aspects that are difficult to capture through quantitative indicators alone. The survey engages approximately
2,200 active researchers and experts, with questionnaires aligned with the Science, Technology, and
Innovation Basic Plan (the Basic Plan). To identify trends, the same respondents complete identical
questionnaires over a five-year period. Following the revision of the Basic Plan, the fourth survey expanded



to include researchers from the humanities and social sciences. The NISTEP TEITEN Survey 2024 represents

the fourth round of the fourth cycle, conducted from FY2021 to FY2025 (corresponding to the period of the

6th Basic Plan). This report highlights several critical findings:

M)

)

®)

(4)

The longitudinal survey identified present concerns, including declining enrollment in doctoral
programs, insufficient fundamental research funding, and limited research time. Notably, respondents
increasingly highlighted the impact of inflation on research resources and the management of
government research funds.

A primary factor discouraging students from pursuing doctoral programs was uncertainty regarding
career trajectories following degree completion.

The survey provided the first Japanese assessment of how various research integrity/research security
initiatives affect research environments. Based on researchers' identified needs, priority improvement
measures include developing guidelines for exemption criteria, training and retaining legal
professionals, establishing accessible public contact points, and standardizing and streamlining
administrative procedures.

Researchers predominantly reported that their engagement with society and citizens was motivated by
a proactive desire to disseminate their research findings broadly.

These findings suggest that the emerging VUCA era—characterized by volatility, uncertainty, complexity,

and ambiguity—, the impact of initiatives related to research integrity and research security will expand even

in doctoral programs with the progress of internationalization. This underscores the need to balance

international collaboration with research integrity and security measures. Furthermore, fostering

collaboration and shared understanding among diverse stakeholders, and establishing a cycle system for

evidence-based policy formation are expected to provide important insights into the consideration of the 7th

Science and Technology Innovation Basic Plan.





