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A comparison of research environment among Japan, the UK, and Germany
under the framework of Lab-Panel Survey

YAMASHITA Izumi, MURAKAMI Akiyoshi, and IGAMI Masatsura

Center for Science and Technology Foresight and Indicators, National Institute of Science and
Technology Policy (NISTEP), MEXT

ABSTRACT

This report attempts to compare the research environments of Japanese, British, and German
universities based on the analytical framework of Lab-Panel Survey for “drawing policy
implications and designing incentives for improving Japan's research capabilities”. Through the
comparison, we aim to obtain suggestions for further analysis to improve the research environment
of Japanese universities and to enhance Japan's research capabilities. The situation in Japan was
grasped mainly through the results of the Lab-Panel Survey, while the situation in the UK and
Germany was grasped through interviews with Japanese researchers who have experience in leading
laboratories in the target countries and with research support departments there. As a result, the
characteristics of each country were revealed in terms of faculty members' research discretion and
job activities, research funding, laboratory members and management, and use of research
equipment and facilities. In particular, the following special features of Japan were suggested: 1)
Japanese students are diligent and highly skilled (and have received research training from the
master's level), 2) Japan has a culture in which a variety of information is communicated among
laboratory and research group members (especially from senior to junior members), and 3)
administrative staff in Japan are generally highly competent. While it was also suggested that these
features have not been sufficiently linked to the improvement of Japan's research capabilities.
Through the comparison of the characteristics identified in each country, hints for making the most
of Japanese special features were obtained.
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HY ., CEFREOHE R TITRW,
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(1) #;|=E
H[ETIL, 2014 412 REF(Research Excellence Framework): 13415 i 5 20 E # BE O A 22 D 2Ll P
(research excellence)’i’ﬁﬁﬁ?‘éﬁfﬂ?fZP%]\éﬁ’Lto Z ORI RIS B EHFTRE ~0T oy - 7Tk
CEE B AT SR ORL D BB RIE T, Try 7T OB % RS 5720121% REF [ZB W TE
SFHfi SV Z LA LB f;@ ZDTDICRF DOV ITAMNEELTIE, AFZEF T REF IZBWTE<aHis
NDOFEEENZ L THEIEWIA B T 7 MBI CIREESND, D72, REF (3R EEITR L T2
ERIFTEEZLND,

(2) REF 2021 [Z& BTl D ¥ 40 A
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WFFERA LRI MTIANT TR . N B A B - B0 . B ) I DWW CRER L 72 L AR — MRkl o 3 5T
B, TNENDOEIE, TURNT YR :60%, A2 737 k:25%, FFFEERET: 15% Ch o7, A RITLL T 4 B
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Europe {22554 L. RAND Europe f)>7'7—7‘4’7j<%&0\/3:74~/1/]\ KEpEFEIL T 2021 HEI2 7272, BF
TSI E B HE LR LTS E 0D, TDHH | MHEEZRREL T, WE 4 F /I REF 23E]

%REF2021: https://2021.ref.ac.uk/ (2024 46 H 3 HIZT7&X)

3 RAND Europe (2023), “Data enhancement and analysis of the REF 2021 Impact Case Studies”
https://repository.jisc.ac.uk/9321/1/data—enhancement—and—analysis—of-the-ref-202 1 -impact—case—studies.pdf (2024 &= 6 H 3 HIZT
7t X)
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% REF 2029: https://www.ref.ac.uk/ (2024 £ 6 A 3 HIZT 7 ER)
% REF 2028: initial decisions and issues for further consultation
https://www.ukri.org/publications/ref2028-initial-decisions—and—issues—for—further—consultation/ (2024 & 6 H 3 H|Z7 /& X)
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1 B=E

JEETIE, 2016 4 6 H 23 HIZ EU BN (Brexit) O &2 1D E REZENES ;n B S RS 250 % 5
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