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ABSTRACT

This Research Material reports the results of various analyses carried out in order to grasp the trends
of the university sector, which plays a major role in the production of research papers, and the
characteristics of Japan compared with other countries.

First, the United Kingdom and Germany, which are relatively close to Japan in terms of the number of
research papers published, were selected as the countries for comparison, and the characteristics of Japan
compared with both countries were ascertained. Specifically, we compared the output structure of
research papers by university group which is classified by the share of papers and compared the
distribution structure of research papers by university size in terms of the number of papers, etc.

Next, considering the expansion of international coauthorship networks, we ascertained the degree of
lead in research activities by looking at the corresponding authors of the papers. As a result, we found
that, with the expansion of international coauthorship networks, it is important to have researchers who
can lead international collaborative research in their own universities, that it is important to have
researchers who can lead international collaborative research in other domestic universities and
institutions as coauthors to improve the research capabilities of Japan's top universities, and that there are



researchers who can lead international collaborative research in specific fields at small and medium-
sized universities in Japan.

Finally, in order to grasp the field characteristics of individual universities and their changing in time
series, we extracted universities conducting a certain amount of research activities in Japan, the U.K,,

and Germany, and created research status sheets for each university.



