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Analytical Report of Comprehensive Survey on the State of Science and Technology
in Japan (NISTEP TEITEN Survey 2021)

National Institute of Science and Technology Policy, Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology

ABSTRACT

The Comprehensive Survey on the State of Science and Technology in Japan (NISTEP TEITEN
Survey) aims at comprehensively understanding the state of science, technology and innovation in Japan,
including aspects that are difficult to grasp by quantitative indicators. Its respondents consist of active
researchers and other experts (about 2,300 respondents) and its questionnaire reflects the Science,
Technology and Innovation Basic Plan (the Basic Plan). The survey attempts to grasp trends by obtaining
responses to the same questionnaire from the same respondents for a five-year period. NISTEP TEITEN
Survey 2021 is the first round of the 4th NISTEP TEITEN Survey, conducted from FY2021 to FY2025 (the
period of the 6th Basic Plan). The 4th survey begins to cover researchers in the humanities and social sciences,
following the revision of the Basic Plan. This report summarizes the NISTEP TEITEN Survey 2021.

The findings include: (1) Issues in academic research and basic research and in securing research
time are continuously recognized; (2) Lack of young researchers and students to enter a doctoral program;
(3) Regional revitalization efforts are highly evaluated by researchers at universities mainly outside of
metropolitan areas, while not by some groups of experts; and 4) Researchers in the humanities and social
sciences tend to be positive in “securing competitive funding” and “introducing multi-faceted assessment of
researchers,” while negative in “transferring academic knowledge to ventures” and “diversifying career paths
for PhD holders.”
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