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ABSTRACT

This study analyzed the structure of scientific papers’ production from Japanese universities which
account for about 70% of the scientific papers in Japan. We categorized universities into 4 groups using
scientific papers’ share in Japan, and analyzed the characteristics of each university group in terms of the
volume of papers and the volume of topl10% highly cited papers. In addition, we analyzed the field
composition of scientific papers and conducted the analysis that focusing on corresponding authors, in
order to shed light on the different characteristic in scientific papers’ production by university group.

The share of each university group in the scientific papers in Japan is almost the same; therefore each
university group has equal contribution to the scientific papers from Japan. The percentage of top10%
highly cited papers tends to be higher in the university groups that include universities with larger share.

Each university group has different field composition of scientific papers. However, the number of
papers in chemistry, material science, and physics has decreased in the past decade regardless of the
university groups.

The number of scientific papers of each university group increased, however, the papers produced by
the corresponding authors who affiliated with their own university group remained flat, while the papers
produced by the corresponding authors who affiliated with other universities/institutions, especially

overseas institutions, showed remarkable increase.





